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DETAILED ACTION 

i> Claims 1-24 are presented for examination. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 1x2 

2> The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming 
the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3> Claims 2, 3 and 11 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

a. Claims 2, 3 and 11 are rejected for lacking proper antecedent basis: "...said 

location- sensitive input system...". 



Claim Rejections -35 USC § 102 

4> The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form 
the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another 
filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an 
application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, 
except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects 
for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international 
application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English 
language. 
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5> Claims 1-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C § 102(e) as being anticipated by Chen et al, 
U.S Patent Publication No. 2002/0073235 ["Chen"]. 

6> As to claim 1, Chen discloses an information system for use in providing information 
to a user via a communication network, said information system comprising: 

a location-specific input system configured to communicate with a communication 
network, said location-specific input system being further configured to receive an input 
from a user, determine a location of the user, and enable information corresponding to the 
input of the user and the location of the user to be provided to the communication network 
[0027, 0028, 0091, 0093, 0095 where: Chen's user request is analogous to an input from a user]. 

7> As to claim 2, Chen discloses the information system of claim 1, further comprising: 

a portable computing device, said location-sensitive input system being implemented 
with said portable computing device [0027, 0028]. 

8> As to claim 3, Chen discloses the information system of claim 1, wherein said 
location-sensitive input system is configured to determine the location of the user 
automatically in response to receiving the input from the user [0093]. 

9> As to claim 4, Chen discloses the information system of claim 2, wherein said 
portable computing device is selected from the group consisting of: a phone, a personal digital 
assistant, and a laptop [0010, 0122]. 
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io> As to claim 5, Chen discloses the information system of claim 2, wherein said portable 
computing device includes a Global Position system receiver, and the location of the user is 
determined with said Global Positioning System receiver [0091]. 

n> As to claim 6, Chen discloses the information system of claim 2, wherein the location 
of the user is determined by said location-specific input system retrieving information 
corresponding to a current cell with which a cell phone of the user is active [0091 where: 
Chen discloses retrieving information about the communication tower which received the 
user request. Communication towers are well known in the art to correspond to particular 
cells in a cellular network. Therefore it is implicitly suggested in Chen that the input system 
retrieves information corresponding to a current cell in which the user is active]. 

I2> As to claim 7, Chen discloses the information system of claim 6, wherein said 
location-specific input system retrieves information corresponding to the current cell of the 
user by querying a cell phone service provider of the user [0091]. 

I3> As to claim 8, Chen discloses the information system of claim 6, wherein said 
location-specific input system is implemented by a cell phone of the user, said location- 
specific input system being configured to retrieve information corresponding to the current 
cell of the user via the cell phone [0091 where: since Chen discloses that the input system 
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retrieves information corresponding to the current cell, it is implicitly suggested that Chen's 
input system must be configured to retrieve the information]. 

I4> As to claim 9, Chen discloses the information system of claim 2, wherein said 
location-specific input system includes means for retrieving information corresponding to a 
current cell of the user [0091]. 

I5> As to claim 10, Chen discloses an information system for use in providing 
information to a user via a communication network, said information system comprising: 
a location-specific input system configured to communicate with a communication 
network, said location-specific input system being further configured to receive an input 
from a user, determine a location of the user, and prevent information failing to correspond 
to the location of the user from being provided to the user [0027, 0028, 0091, 0093, 0095 where: 
Chen discloses that only information pertaining to the user's location is transferred to the 
user, implicitly suggesting that unrelated information is not sent, and thereby prevented 
from being sent, to the user]. 

i6> As to claim 11, Chen discloses the information system of claim 10, further comprising: 
a portable computing device, said location-sensitive input system being implemented 
with said portable computing device [0027, 0028]. 
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i7> As to claim 12, Chen discloses the information system of claim 10, wherein the 
location of the user is determined by said location-specific input system retrieving 
information corresponding to a current cell with which a cell phone of the user is active 
[0091]. 

i8> As to claim 13, Chen discloses the information system of claim 10, wherein said 
location-sensitive input system is configured to determine the location of the user 
automatically in response to receiving the input from the user [0093]. 

I9> As to claim 14, Chen discloses an information system for use in providing 
information to a user via a communication network, said information system comprising: 

a location-specific services system configured to communicate with a communication 
network, said location-specific services system being further configured to receive 
information from a user via the communication network, determine a location of the user, 
and provide information which corresponds to the location of the user to the user via the 
communication network [0027, 0028, 0091, 0093, 0094, 0095 where: Chen's user request is 
analogous to an information from a user]. 

20> As to claim 15, Chen discloses the information system of claim 14, wherein said 
location-specific services system is configured to determine the location of the user by 
retrieving information corresponding to a current cell with which a cell phone of the user is 
active [0091]. 
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2i> As to claim 16, Chen discloses the information system of claim 16, wherein said 
location-specific input system is configured to determine location of the user by querying a 
cell phone service provider of the user [0091]. 

22> As to claim 17, Chen discloses a method for providing information to a user via a 
communication network, said method comprising: 

providing a portable computing device [0010]; 

receiving an input from a user via the portable computing device [0026]; 
automatically determining a location of the user [0091]; and 

enabling information corresponding to the input of the user and the location of the 
user to be provided to the communication network via the portable computing device [0092, 
0093]. 

23> As to claim 18, Chen discloses the method of claim 17, wherein automatically 
determining a location of the user comprises: 

retrieving information corresponding to a current cell with which a cell phone of the 
user is active [0091]. 

24> As to claim 19, Chen discloses the method of claim 17, wherein automatically 
determining a location of the user comprises: 

querying a cell phone service provider of the user [0091]. 
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25> As to claim 20, Chen discloses a method for providing information to a user via a 
communication network, said method comprising: 

providing a portable computing device [0010]; 

determining a location of the user [0091]; and 

providing information corresponding to the input of the user and the location of the 
user to the user via the communication network [0092, 0093]. 

26> As to claim 21, Chen discloses the method of claim 20, wherein determining a location 
of the user comprises: 

retrieving information corresponding to a current cell with which a cell phone of the 
user is active [0091]. 

27> As to claim 22, Chen discloses the method of claim 20, wherein determining a location 
of the user comprises: 

querying a cell phone service provider of the user [0091]. 

28> As to claim 23, Chen discloses the method of claim 20, wherein receiving an input 
from a user comprises: 

receiving the input from a portable computing device, the portable computing device 
being configured to determine the location of the user and provide information 
corresponding to the location of the user via the communication network [0091, 0092, 0093]. 
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29> As to claim 24, Chen discloses the method of claim 20, wherein providing information 
comprises: 

storing information [0117]; and 

correlating the user input and the location of the user with the stored information 
[0092 I 0117]. 

30> Claims 1-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C § 102(e) as being anticipated by Rangarajan et 
al, U.S Patent No. 6.757.544 ["Rangarajan"]. 

3i> As to claim 1, Rangarajan discloses an information system for use in providing 
information to a user via a communication network, said information system comprising: 
a location-specific input system configured to communicate with a communication 
network, said location-specific input system being further configured to receive an input 
from a user, determine a location of the user, and enable information corresponding to the 
input of the user and the location of the user to be provided to the communication network 
[Figure 2 I column 2 «lines i~g» | claim 1]. 

32> As to claim 2, Rangarajan discloses the information system of claim 1, further 
comprising: 

a portable computing device, said location-sensitive input system being implemented 
with said portable computing device [column 2 «lines io-26»]. 
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33> As to claim 3, Rangarajan discloses the information system of claim 1, wherein said 
location-sensitive input system is configured to determine the location of the user 
automatically in response to receiving the input from the user [column 4 «lines 5i-63» | claim 

1]. 

34> As to claim 4, Rangarajan discloses the information system of claim 2, wherein said 
portable computing device is selected from the group consisting of: a phone, a personal digital 
assistant, and a laptop [column 2 «lines I7'23»]. 

35> As to claim 5, Rangarajan discloses the information system of claim 2, wherein said 
portable computing device includes a Global Position system receiver, and the location of the 
user is determined with said Global Positioning System receiver [column 6 «lines i4-23»]. 

36> As to claim 6, Rangarajan discloses the information system of claim 2, wherein the 
location of the user is determined by said location-specific input system retrieving 
information corresponding to a current cell with which a cell phone of the user is active 
[column 6 «lines i4-2i»]. 

37> As to claim 7, Rangarajan discloses the information system of claim 6, wherein said 
location-specific input system retrieves information corresponding to the current cell of the 
user by querying a cell phone service provider of the user [column 10 «lines 4-6»]. 
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38> As to claim 8, Rangarajan discloses the information system of claim 6, wherein said 
location-specific input system is implemented by a cell phone of the user, said location- 
specific input system being configured to retrieve information corresponding to the current 
cell of the user via the cell phone [column 10 «lines 7'39»]. 

39> As to claim 9, Rangarajan discloses the information system of claim 2, wherein said 
location-specific input system includes means for retrieving information corresponding to a 
current cell of the user [column 6 «lines i4-2i»]. 

40 As to claim 10, Rangarajan discloses an information system for use in providing 
information to a user via a communication network, said information system comprising: 
a location-specific input system configured to communicate with a communication 
network, said location-specific input system being further configured to receive an input 
from a user, determine a location of the user, and prevent information failing to correspond 
to the location of the user from being provided to the user [column 9 «lines | claim 1]. 

4i> As to claim 11, Rangarajan discloses the information system of claim 10, further 
comprising: 

a portable computing device, said location-sensitive input system being implemented 
with said portable computing device [column 2 «lines I7'23»]. 
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42> As to claim 12, Rangarajan discloses the information system of claim 10, wherein the 
location of the user is determined by said location-specific input system retrieving 
information corresponding to a current cell with which a cell phone of the user is active 
[column 6 «lines i4-2i»]. 

43> As to claim 13, Rangarajan discloses the information system of claim 10, wherein said 
location-sensitive input system is configured to determine the location of the user 
.automatically in response to receiving the input from the user [claim 1]. 

44> As to claim 14, Rangarajan discloses an information system for use in providing 
information to a user via a communication network, said information system comprising: 

a location-specific services system configured to communicate with a communication 
network, said location-specific services system being further configured to receive 
information from a user via the communication network, determine a location of the user, 
and provide information which corresponds to the location of the user to the user via the 
communication network [Figure 2 | Figure 3 | column 2 «lines i-g» | claim 1]. 

45> As to claim 15, Rangarajan discloses the information system of claim 14, wherein said 
location-specific services system is configured to determine the location of the user by 
retrieving information corresponding to a current cell with which a cell phone of the user is 
active [column 6 «lines i4-2i»]. 
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46> As to claim 16, Rangarajan discloses the information system of claim 16, wherein said 
location-specific input system is configured to determine location of the user by querying a 
cell phone service provider of the user [column 10 «lines 4-6»]. 

47> As to claim 17, Rangarajan discloses a method for providing information to a user via 
a communication network, said method comprising: 

providing a portable computing device [column 2 «lines I7'23»]; 

receiving an input from a user via the portable computing device [Figure 2 «item 

30i»]; 

automatically determining a location of the user [Figure 2 «item 3io»]; and 
enabling information corresponding to the input of the user and the location of the 

user to be provided to the communication network via the portable computing device [Figure 

3 I column 9 «line 64» to column 10 «line 39»]. 

48> As to claim 18, Rangarajan discloses the method of claim 17, wherein automatically 
determining a location of the user comprises: 

retrieving information corresponding to a current cell with which a cell phone of the 
user is active [column 6 «lines I4-2I»]. 

49> As to claim 19, Rangarajan discloses the method of claim 17, wherein automatically 
determining a location of the user comprises: 

querying a cell phone service provider of the user [column 10 «lines 4~6»]. 
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50 As to claim 20, Rangarajan discloses a method for providing information to a user via 
a communication network, said method comprising: 

providing a portable computing device [column 2 «lines I7'23»]; 

determining a location of the user [column 2 «lines 23'26»]; and 

providing information corresponding to the input of the user and the location of the 
user to the user via the communication network [column s «lines 23'26» | Figure 3]. 

5i> As to claim 21, Rangarajan discloses the method of claim 20, wherein determining a 
location of the user comprises: 

retrieving information corresponding to a current cell with which a cell phone of the 
user is active [column 6 «lines i4-2i»]. 

52> As to claim 22, Rangarajan discloses the method of claim 20, wherein determining a 
location of the user comprises: 

querying a cell phone service provider of the user [column 10 «lines 4-6»], 

53> As to claim 23, Rangarajan discloses the method of claim 20, wherein receiving an 
input from a user comprises: 

receiving the input from a portable computing device, the portable computing device 
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being configured to determine the location of the user and provide information 
corresponding to the location of the user via the communication network [Figure 2 | Figure 3 
I claim 1]. 

54> As to claim 24, Rangarajan discloses the method of claim 20, wherein providing 
information comprises: 

storing information [column 3 «lines i-ii»]; and 

correlating the user input and the location of the user with the stored information 
[column 4 «lines 48-6i» | column 5 «lines 40-53»], 

55> The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form 
the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or 
on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

56> Claims 1-4, 6, 8-15, 17, 18, 20, 21, 23 and 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C § 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Brohoff, U.S Patent No. 6.108.533. 

57> As to claim I, Brohoff discloses an information system for use in providing 
information to a user via a communication network, said information system comprising: 
a location-specific input system configured to communicate with a communication 
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network, said location-specific input system being further configured to receive an input 
from a user, determine a location of the user, and enable information corresponding to the 
input of the user and the location of the user to be provided to the communication network 
[abstract | Figure 7 | column 2 «lines 33'42»]. 

58> As to claim 2, Brohoff discloses the information system of claim 1, further comprising: 

a portable computing device, said location-sensitive input system being implemented 
with said portable computing device [abstract]. 

59> As to claim 3, Brohoff discloses the information system of claim 1, wherein said 
location-sensitive input system is configured to determine the location of the user 
automatically in response to receiving the input from the user [column 5 «lines 55'65»], 

6o> As to claim 4, Brohoff discloses the information system of claim 2, wherein said 
portable computing device is selected from the group consisting of: a phone, a personal digital 
assistant, and a laptop [column 1 «lines 35'45»]. 

6i> As to claim 6, Brohoff discloses the information system of claim 2, wherein the 
location of the user is determined by said location-specific input system retrieving 
information corresponding to a current cell with which a cell phone of the user is active 
[Figure 4 I column 5 «lines 55~65»], 
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62> As to claim 8, Brohoff discloses the information system of claim 6, wherein said 
location-specific input system is implemented by a cell phone of the user, said location- 
specific input system being configured to retrieve information corresponding to the current 
cell of the user via the cell phone [column 5 «line 66» to column 6 «line 27»]. 

63> As to claim 9, Brohoff discloses the information system of claim 2, wherein said 
location-specific input system includes means for retrieving information corresponding to a 
current cell of the user [column 5 «lines 55'65»]. 

64> As to claim 10, Brohoff discloses an information system for use in providing 
information to a user via a communication network, said information system comprising: 
a location-specific input system configured to communicate with a communication 
network, said location-specific input system being further configured to receive an input 
from a user, determine a location of the user, and prevent information failing to correspond 
to the location of the user from being provided to the user [column 5 «line 55» to column 6 
«line 27»]. 

65> As to claim 11, Brohoff discloses the information system of claim 10, further 
comprising: 

a portable computing device, said location-sensitive input system being implementec 
with said portable computing device [column 1 «lines 35'45»]. 



Application/Control Number: 09/974,547 Page 18 

Art Unit: 2152 

66> As to claim 12, Brohoff discloses the information system of claim 10, wherein the 
location of the user is determined by said location-specific input system retrieving 
information corresponding to a current cell with which a cell phone of the user is active 
[ocolumn 5 «lines 55'65»]. 

67> As to claim 13, Brohoff discloses the information system of claim 10, wherein said 
location-sensitive input system is configured to determine the location of the user 
automatically in response to receiving the input from the user [claim 1]. 

68> As to claim 14, Brohoff discloses an information system for use in providing 
information to a user via a communication network, said information system comprising: 

a location-specific services system configured to communicate with a communication 
network, said location-specific services system being further configured to receive 
information from a user via the communication network, determine a location of the user, 
and provide information which corresponds to the location of the user to the user via the 
communication network [claim 1]. 

6g> As to claim 15, Brohoff discloses the information system of claim 14, wherein said 
location-specific services system is configured to determine the location of the user by 
retrieving information corresponding to a current cell with which a cell phone of the user is 
active [column 5 «lines 55"65»], 
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70 As to claim 17, Brohoff discloses a method for providing information to a user via a 
communication network, said method comprising: 

providing a portable computing device [claim 1]; 

receiving an input from a user via the portable computing device [claim 1]; 
automatically determining a location of the user [claim 1]; and 

enabling information corresponding to the input of the user and the location of the 
user to be provided to the communication network via the portable computing device [claim 

J. 

7i> As to claim 18, Brohoff discloses the method of claim 17, wherein automatically 
determining a location of the user comprises: 

retrieving information corresponding to a current cell with which a cell phone of the 
user is active [column 5 «lines 55"65»]. 

72> As to claim 20, Brohoff discloses a method for providing information to a user via a 
communication network, said method comprising: 

providing a portable computing device [claim 1]; 

determining a location of the user [claim 1]; and 

providing information corresponding to the input of the user and the location of the 
user to the user via the communication network [claim 1]. 
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73> As to claim 21, Brohoff discloses the method of claim 20, wherein determining a 
location of the user comprises: 

retrieving information corresponding to a current cell with which a cell phone of the 
user is active [column 5 «lines 55*65»]. 

74> As to claim 23, Brohoff discloses the method of claim 20, wherein receiving an input 
from a user comprises: 

receiving the input from a portable computing device, the portable computing device 
being configured to determine the location of the user and provide information 
corresponding to the location of the user via the communication network [claim 1]. 

75> As to claim 24, Brohoff discloses the method of claim 20, wherein providing 
information comprises: 

storing information [column 2 «lines i8-29»]; and 

correlating the user input and the location of the user with the stored information 
[column 2 «lines 29'65» | column 4 «lines 50-6o»]. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dohm Chankong whose telephone number is (571)272-3942. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00AM - 5:00PM. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Glenton Burgess can be reached on (571)272-3949. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information 
for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information 
about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217- 
9197 (toll-free). 
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